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“What’s Happening at the Lighthouse?” 

New Host Lighthouse Keepers program 
starts to take shape. See Page 4 
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“Wow what a totally amazing view in all directions. 
Thanks so much for maintaining this beautiful site for all 

to visit.”  Heather McClintock, Burlington, ON 

Summer Fun, Panoramic Views 
This summer we were able to share spectacular views with many 
members, associates and visitors who came to visit us at; Porphyry, 
Number Ten and Trowbridge lighthouses.  
 

Many visitors came to Porphyry by various means: 80 kayakers, 3 
freighter canoes, 50 sailboats, 50 powerboats, 5 helicopters, one 
floatplane and 8 charter trips. We saw an increase of 36% over last 
year’s visitor numbers! Our programming onsite -which included our 
Artist in Residence, Gordon Graham Gallery, mini-museum and 
interpretive tours were a success. Visitors often commented they 
needed more time!   
 

Our house rentals increased with more families coming and enjoying 
the scenery. We also had many community groups come and visit 
including; the Save Ontario Shipwrecks (SOS), scuba group and this 
year marks the third time that TBYC had visited with 12 boats in 
their regatta.  
 

We also saw many members of the Catherine Street Book Club visit, 
having had their interest piqued by Jean Pendziwol fictional novel 
based on Porphyry Island called “The Lighthouse Keeper’s 
Daughters”.  A real page-turner!  
 

Next season we are looking to continue with our Artist-in-Residence 
program, visiting community groups, and the introduction of a new 
program for members to act as a Host Lighthouse keeper.  
 
 

 Lighthouse News 

Eileen K. Heinemann, Artist 
in Residence, July  2017  
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Around the Lighthouse 
 
This season saw many members venture out to the lighthouses to 
live the experience. From our annual clean-up in June to the 
Great Trail, (TransCanada Trail), Lake Superior Water Trail 
celebration, we witnessed a growing interest in the work being 
completed by the lighthouse group.  
 

Members were happy to see the addition of new docking at 
Porphyry, thanks in part to a contribution agreement made with 
Parks Canada. These new docks allow for better stability and 
access for bigger boats especially sailing boats. 
 

Work improving the site has been ongoing with the addition of 9 
new Interpretive Signs from Parks Canada and The Great Trail 
on-site that will assist in sharing the storied past of Porphyry 
Island and surrounding waters.   
 
Our annual spring clean up included the creation of a new 
section of coastal trail between the old harbour beach and 
vintage cars. Three members dug a vegetable & herb garden, 
which turned-out providing food in the final month of the 
summer.  
 
It’s through these efforts that when visitors come to visit the 
lighthouse they can envision the life of a light keeper more 
readily.  

Wish List! 

Each season we are looking for 
specific items to help provide 
the creature comforts for our 
visitors, volunteers and friends. 
If you know anyone who would 
like to donate a Propane Stove, 
Marine Radio or 50w Solar 
Panel, please let us know. 

Mark the Date! 
Our fourth annual fundraising dinner will be taking 
place on May 4th 2018 with a guest speaker, great 
food, interesting presentations and lots of art up for 
auction.  
 
The dinner will be held at the Prince Arthur Hotel 
and if you have any artwork that you would like to 
donate to the auction please let us know.  
 
Tickets will be available on line and at the Prince 
Arthur in March. If you would like to volunteer 
please let us know. 

 
New Parks Canada Interpretive Signs to help 
with visitors understanding of the role that 
light houses and keepers played in sustaining 
shipping on Lake Superior . 
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Bring a crowd 
 Many organizations and community groups 

took advantage of the facilities at Porphyry, 
Trowbridge and Number Ten lighthouses this 
summer.  
 
Our summer began by hosting 30 students and 
teachers from Blyth Academy from Toronto 
who came to learn about Lake Superior and 
island life. We had several groups who paddled 
including a group from Calgary in a freighter 
canoe, Voyageur Outward Bound School from 
Ely Minnesota and the Peterborough Kayak and 
Canoe Club.  
 
With ample room for camping at the boathouse, 
the location has proved over and over again to 
be a great location with all amenities close by.  
 
The new docks can  accommodate larger vessels 
and provided good support for the TBYC’s 
SUNORA regatta.  
 
The new mooring ball donated by the SOS 
Chapter earlier in the summer helped to 
accommodate an overflow of boats that came for 
the Silver Islet Yacht Club annual get together. 
The SOS group also did several dives around the 
island both archeological and ecological.  
With the success of this past years Artist-in- 
Residence (AIR) program we are looking for 
four (4) new participants to provide; an artist’s 
perspective for the 2018 season at the lighthouse. 
We are hoping that the Artist in Resident will 
inspire and awe our guests.  
 
Last season we saw five AIR’s visiting from 
Ottawa to Wittier California, USA and a few 
points in between.  
 
Artists change our perspectives. 
 
 

 

Next season we are again hoping to attract local 
artists who are interested in attending our 
summer season. From feedback we received 
from our visiting artist they’d like to stay longer. 
What we heard was a week was too short to 
immerse themselves into the many attractions 
Porphyry is known.   
 
Also for the artist it's a great way to develop 
their on-site work versus taking the work home 
to complete their masterpieces.  
 
This season we were successful at showcasing 
some of last year’s artists in the Gordon Graham 
Gallery. Many visitors who met with the AIR 
were impressed with the diversity of products 
and unique captures of the islands beauty from 
glass works to acrylic paint.  
 
In February we will send out a call for new AIR. 
We’re looking for committed artists who will 
enjoy and prosper from a two-week term on the 
island. 
 
In May at our annual fundraiser some of the 
artwork from this past year will be auctioned off.  
 

Artwork by Michel 
Dumont, Voyageur 

Outward Bound School 

Call for Artist in  
New Year 
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As we move forward into the 2018 season we are currently 
developing a program to include volunteer Host Lighthouse 
keepers for a one-week term.  
 
Transportation, accommodation, food and training will be 
provided and it would be expected that the Host Lighthouse 
Keeper would help to maintain the grounds, greet visitors, 
conduct tours, and stay in the Bunkhouse with our summer staff.  
 
We are looking into accommodating small families also by 
providing an option to camp on the lighthouse reserve. This 
program would have; an application process, a training session, a 
fee, and provide the members with some perks.  
 
As this past season has seen an increase in visitation at Porphyry, 
we are hoping that each visitor to the island is given an 
orientation and opportunity to learn the stories of our lighthouses 
islands and past endeavours.  
 
Our summer staff and Artist-in-Residents have all gained 
valuable experiences in the past few years, and we are confident 
that the Host Lighthouse Keepers program will provide a similar 
experience. 
 
Assistant Light keepers:   
 
This coming summer we are hoping again to be given the 
opportunity to employ summer students through the Canada 
Summer Jobs program supported by the Canadian Government.  
 
As the lighthouse group continues to expand its three lighthouse 
sites, we are interested in providing more opportunities for our 
membership engagement and enjoyment in the coming season.  
 
Our summer staff will be looking after logistics, lighthouse 
duties, grounds keeping, interpretive tours and addressing visitor 
needs. If you know of any university students who will return to 
school in Sept 2018 we’d be interested in sharing further details 
about the responsibilities and opportunities. WiFi Included. 
 
In January we will be posting the job opportunities. 

Connections 
 
Board of Directors 
Paul Capon - Chair 
Deb Koivu - Secretary 
George Armstrong 
Archie Hoogsteen 
Joe Marcella 
Richard Matheson 
Heather McLeod 
Vic Miller 
Suzanne Sabaz 
 
Paul Morralee -Managing Director 
 
Associate Members 
Ontario Parks 
Parks Canada- LSNMCA 
Silver Islet Yacht Club 
Thunder Bay Salmon Association 
Thunder Bay Yacht Club 
 
C.L.L.S. Incorporated (2014) under 
the Ontario Historical Society  
 
Address: 
CLLS Inc. 
212 Miles St. E. – Suite #202 
Thunder Bay, ON 
P7C 1J6 
 

E: canadian.lighthouses@gmail.com  
W: clls.ca  
 
Newsletter: Paul Morralee 
Photographers: Donny Wabasse, 
Eileen K. Heinemann. 
 
 
 

Host Lighthouse Keeper’s 
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